and the discovery of Sefsmosanrus hallorgem can’t hawe
helped. Sedsmosaarus: The Barth Shakes (5) is a
first-person, first-hand account of how Seiwosarus
was discovered tn New Mexico in 1979, was exca-
vated, came to be perceived m 1 new species, was
investigated, was named and died. It appears to be
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sibly the largest land animal cver to have lived (up 1o
100 wormes), This is s exciting story of real hands-
ont palacomiology with it thrills and headaches, i
principles snd practices, and its need for ad hoc, on-
the-spot soludons. The book also looks st ssaropods
in general, and cspecially at Seiwmosans’s siswer di-
s,  Swperseeras, Ultrasceres, Brochsosesros,
Dipiodoces, ete. An ummual book, perfectly done and
with remarkable photographs.

Now to the more advmced noaterisl. Dinossar
Systematics (6) contains 19 of 28 papers presented
at & conference on that vopic at the Tyerell Museuwm
of Palacontology, Drumhefler, Alberta. This was di-
nosatr experis talking 1o exch other — on clades and
prades m dinosnnr systemstics, on shape moalysis m
the stdy of dinosatr morphology, oo species deter-
minstion fn ssaropods, on vactetion in theropods, on
weth and taxonomy in ankylosaars, and on muach
more besides. Though clearly 2 book for dinosaur
professionals, some of it, @ with most such books,
can be undersivod by others if they are interested
aiud persevere envugh. One of the mteresting Ficts to
emerge is that 265 gencra of dincsaar had been ree-
vgnized by 1987, 40% of which had been described
since 1969 — a namerical indication of the recent
upsutge in interest (Book (7) below updaves this 1o
285 genera by 1990.)

One of the editors of (6) is one of the suthors of
(2). One of the editors of Dinosaur Eges and Ba-
bies (7) was onc of the authors of {(4) and was cov-
ered it {3), and another of the editers of (7) was an
wdrtor of (6). Yes, 1t's 2 small wordd mdeed; sad here
although in this case fir more com be waderstood by
non-professionals. The book s again & collection of
mmmlymcwammmtmakmmm
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articles vary from the general (eg. ‘D:mrmurm:stmg
patterns”) to the specific (e.g. “Eggs and nests firom
the Cretaceons of Mongolin™). This s a fscnating

Fig. 2. A Dryoscamas
nesting site being cxided
by consorial mesooachian
erocodiles. From (7).

volome for non-specialists preciscly bocawse o
noch of its conterts is accessible, alihough even w
summarize 50 much material would be impossible
here. For those armcheair ditiesaur studencs who feel
that o of the dissdvantapes of the recent upsuge

interest in dinosatrs s that there is now an impossi-

ble st w0 buy sod read, perhisps there & hope

here: why ot limit interest largely 1o the anbryo and
Heps and Babies has 372 pages sugsests that even this
limited aspect of dinesaur stoudies could soon get out
of hamnd.

Among the poblic at least, dinosaors are often
seen these davs in the context of thedr extinction — a
consequence of the obsession with the sapposed K/T
asteroid. Buil dinosaurs also lived — and originaved, in
the TrimsscJorsssic. In the Sheadow of the Dino=
saurs (8) is about those times but, as the tide sug-
gests, not about the origin of dinosaurs but about the
small vertebrates that lived in the shadow of their
origin and radiation, the study of which may be able
o tedl s nouch albout the evolution of modemn teores-
trial ecosystems. This book — again, mainly for pro-
Fessioniols — thos looks ot the tcomouay and
phylogeny of the principal vertehrate groups (am-

phibians, lepidosaurs, crocodylomorphs amd mam-
mal:«:),ﬂmrmmtsagnrﬁmntm‘ly Mesozoic tetrapod
assemblages worldwide and how fonsl tumover at
the time in question is messured. It represents the
first attcmpt to collate nformation on the small ver-
tebrates during a period in which there was a major
mass-extinetion event {end-Triassic), or possibly
TG,

Stephen Hinrell’s Dinosanrs and the Expand=-
ing Barth (9) i something completely diffevent.
Hurred(™s thesis — yes, this is aft origine] work rather
than a re-presentation of existing knowledge — is that
large dinosaurs were forced to give way w soxaller
nrammals because the Barth’s gravity has moreased,
making the life of large creatures untenable. Fair
eniorh; but, sarprisingly, be then hinks that to the
expanding Earth bypothesis — surprising, because it
the Barth has expandoed, gravity ar the planct’s sur-
I"w wanll bosunrss chmrvsereomed  wrialooe coviies o s sliesiririe
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enon has more than compensated for it Hineells
compensation ovechanism & that the Barth 1 con-
tmmonsly mcressmng momoess. Some might regard
Farrell as a crank, bot he's nvach mone intelligont
their theye, ared e thesis is well presenced. On the
other hand, it's probably fair to say that his work has
ol been peer-reviewed, in which case he will find
that he has few serous vesders, who are (usually
rightly) suspicicus of publication outside the well-
kinowinn ciele of academic publishers. Sovie of
Hurrell’s ideas appear strange, bat much stranger
things have appeared in mainsiveam scieniific publi-
eafions.

Finally, we come to Janice VanCleave’s Dino-
saurs for Every Kid (10), which sounds like one of
those books ever so slightly disparaged abowve. Not
0. The remmokable Ms VanCleave, probably Litile
T i Britam, 15 2 foomer science teacher m the
USA who now tours schools, museums and science
fars to demomstoste scientific matters to chaldren
{mainly). She has alrcady written 14 books on differ-
et branches of science. Following o sinyilar patterin,
irt this onc she describes, and discusses the back-
giontsd 1o and resulis of, a series of simple experi-
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